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An Open Letter to Governor Bruce Rauner, President John Cullerton, Speaker 

Michael Madigan, Senator Christine Radogno, Representative James Durkin 
 

The Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago understands there are 

deep differences in political and economic values among you, which lead to 

significant disagreement in public policy.  But these differences and their 

consequence cannot excuse or justify the failure to meet your moral and political 

obligations as elected leaders. 

The numerous faith traditions represented on the Council of Religious Leaders also 

have many deep differences, but we also are able to agree on what is expected of us 

as religious leaders.  Moreover, all of our religious traditions are of one accord in 

teaching that a basic responsibility of any government is to care for those in need 

and to promote the common good of all. 

We believe that the crisis we face in our State is morally unconscionable. We also 

believe that our political leaders have the moral fiber to do what is right.  Illinois 

cannot operate responsibly without a budget, but also it cannot operate morally 

without a budget that provides for those in need.  

So we pray that you will take immediate steps to restore state government to meet its 

obligations to Illinois residents, especially to those who are in desperate need - the 

poor, the sick and disabled, the weak and vulnerable.   

We also pray that you end this impasse and assert a renewed moral leadership in 

Illinois that will bring us again to a place where we all can flourish.   
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