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January 13, 2011 

 

 

TO:   Governor Quinn 

 

FROM: Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago 

 

RE:  Illinois Death Penalty 

 

 

January 13, 2011 

Governor Quinn: 

The Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago urges you to 

sign the legislation abolishing the death penalty in Illinois. 

 
############## 

 

About the Council of Religious Leaders 

 

The Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago (CRLMC) was founded 25 years ago, at a 

time when racial tensions and social injustices were on the rise, and a group of religious leaders in 

Chicago recognized the growing need to understand cultural and religious differences and learn how to 

work together.  His Eminence the late Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Archbishop of Chicago, called 

together the leaders of the Episcopal, Greek Orthodox and Protestant Churches, along with the Chicago 

Board of Rabbis to form the Council. Today the Council gathers an even greater diversity of religious 

leaders and institutions, enriched by the participation of such as Mormon, Muslim and Quaker faith 

communities, the Community Renewal Society and the Chicago Center for Cultural Connections 

(formerly the National Conference of Christians and Jews, NCCJ, and most recently leaders of the 

Baha’i, Hindu, Jain, Sikh and Zoroastrian traditions. To the best of our knowledge, CRLMC is unique 

as a continuing inter-religious organization in the nation and likely in the world.  By uniting the 

churches, synagogues, temples, mosques, and other religious assemblies, CRLMC seeks to present a 

unified vision and voice on issues affecting the common good of the people of Chicago. 

 
 

Imam Kareem Irfan, President 

Co-Executive Directors: 

 Rev. Stanley Davis 312-504-3582 

 Rev. Paul Rutgers 312-431-3236 

 www.crlmc.org 
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Rabbi Michael Balinsky 
Secretary 
 
Rev. Dr. Robert Reynolds 
Treasurer 
 
Rev. Paul H. Rutgers 
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Members include Religious Leaders 
from the: 
 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 

 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church 
 
American Baptist Churches of Metro 
Chicago 
 
Armenian Orthodox Church 
 
Baptist General Convention of Illinois 
 
Chicago Board of Rabbis 
 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints 
 
Church of God in Christ 
 
Church of the Brethren 
 
Council of Islamic Organizations of 
Greater Chicago 
 
Episcopal Church (USA) 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 
 
Greek Orthodox Church 
 
International Council of Community 
Churches 
 
Jain Society of Metropolitan Chicago 
 
Orthodox Church in America 
 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
 
Salvation Army 
 
Serbian Orthodox Church 
 
Sikh Religious Society of Chicago 
 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of 
Chicago 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
 
United Baptist State Convention 
 
United Church of Christ 
 
United Methodist Church 
 
Vivekananda Vedanta Society of 
Chicago 
 
Zoroastrian Association of 
Metropolitan Chicago 
 
Catholic Theological Union 
 
Chicago Theological Seminary 
 
Lutheran School of Theology 
 
McCormick Theological Seminary 
 
Meadville-Lombard Theological School 
 
Chicago Center for Cultural 
Connections 
 
Community Renewal Society 

 
 


