
WELCOME

AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CHURCHES USA!

While you wait for the presentation to begin, open your 

browser and visit the following sites for relevant resources:

https://coronavirus.churchmutual.com/

https://www.abcusa -insurance.com/
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Safely Returning to Worship

Guy Russ, Assistant VP - Risk Control

This webinar, in conjunction with Church Mutual, is being sponsored by Sovereign, the nationally 

endorsed program manager for the American Baptist Churches USA insurance program.
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CURRENT SITUATION

Houses of worship play a critical role 
in the life of the community.

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
progressed, many houses of worship 
suspended in-person gatherings in 
accordance with government 
mandates or recommendations to 
limit the spread of the virus.

3© 2020 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. All rights reserved.



CURRENT SITUATION

Now that states and local 
communities are planning to ease 
restrictions, houses of worship are 
considering how and when to 
resume gathering for worship 
service and other activities.
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TOPICS FOR TODAY

Prevention
V Understanding transmission.

V Tools for reducing spread.

Preparation
V Critical information to know.

V Make a plan.

V Communicate and train the plan.

Implementation
V Putting the plan into action.
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PREVENTION

Transmission of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) takes place 
through:

VPerson-to-person contact

VThing-to-person contact

Knowing this information helps 
inform tools and preparation 
needed to successfully reopen.
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PREVENTION

Primary tools to reduce the risk 
of transmission/spread are:

VSocial distance

VDisinfection

Organizations should establish 
protocols and procedures 
around adequate distancing, as 
well as enhanced cleaning 
practices.
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PREPARATION

Critical numbersfor planning:

V Six feet of distance = 113 sq. ft. per 
person. 

V Virus can live up to seven days on 
surfaces.

V Disinfectants may need 2-10 minutes 
of contact (see EPA list).

V Symptoms show in 7-14 days.

The EPA provides guidance on registered 
antimicrobial products for use against 
coronavirus (COVID-19).
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https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2


PREPARATION

Make a planthat recognizes 
things will likely change over time.

V Assign responsibility for monitoring 
and incorporating government orders 
and guidance.

V Assign responsibility for coordinating 
with local health authorities and law 
enforcement.
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PREPARATION

Make a planthat applies to 
different circumstances:

V Events and activities bring people 
together.

V Each space is different in area and 
contents.

V Staff and volunteers serve others.

V Some should not gather.

V Some may become ill at your 
facility.
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PREPARATION

Make a planthat explores 
alternative worship solutions:

V Projecting the order of service, 
readings and songs.

V Substituting offering baskets for 
collection boxes or online giving.

VWeighing communion alternatives 
such as single use communion sets, 
sanitary preparation and distribution.

V Avoiding shared use of microphones 
by worship service celebrants and 
musicians.
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