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The criminal acts that have taken place at Burr Oak Cemetery in Alsip,
Illinois, are a shocking and terrible revelation of the evil that can at
times afflict our community. The disturbance and defilement of the
remains of those interred in the cemetery, the indifference to the
sensibilities and grief of survivors, and the gross depravity of those
involved for the sake of financial gain is a gross sacrilege.

With the community at-large, the members of the Council of Religious
Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago deplore what has taken place,
behavior which offends the conscience of all reasonable persons. The
mutual respect which we have gained for our diverse religious and
racial differences is a fundamental element of our civil society and our
life together, one which extends to deep reverence and respect for those
who have passed from this life.

What has happened at Burr Oak Cemetery underscores the need for
sensitivity and integrity among those entrusted with the care of the
dead. Why such hurt could have been inflicted on family and loved
ones surpasses our understanding.

We are grateful for those who seek to bring comfort to those who have
been victimized by this callous disregard for the sanctity of the final
committal of those whose life on this earth has ended. We are grateful
as well for those in law enforcement who are attempting to bring clarity
to the confusion caused by the tragic and criminal actions at Burr Oak.

May the departed rest in peace and their survivors be restored in
comfort, nurture and justice.
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